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  EVENTS CALENDAR 

  January 2010 
 

 
 5-  School Resumes  

 

9-  8th Grade Washington  

      Tour Meeting, SMS  

      Cafeteria, 2PM 

             

11- SMS Vision/Hearing  

      Screening 

 

13-  Market Day 

 

14-  SMS Mobile Dentists 

 

15-  SMS Mobile Dentists 

 

19-  Board Meeting 7PM,  

       SMS 

 

20-  Winter Sports Pictures 

 

25-  SMS Vision/Hearing  

       Re-Screening 

      

 

 

Sandwich Middle School Collects Toys for Toy Drive 

Sandwich Middle School collected over 100 toys for the Walter and Connie Payton 
Foundation Toy Drive.  These toys will be distributed to children around the area to help 
make their Christmas brighter.  This is the third year the school has participated in this 
toy drive and each year it gets better and better.  Mrs. Tripp would like to thank all the 
parents who sent in toys with their child or for sending in money for them to participate 
in the raffle, which raised $200 to be used to purchase toys.  Another big thank you 
goes out to Shookyôs Red Hots, for donating money to purchase toys. 

 

 

 
 



 
6

th
 Grade Brain Factory News 

Ms  Mavec, Ms. Brignon, Mr. Polera, Mr. Behringer, Ms. Strothman 

 

Happy New Year!!  Now that the holiday decorations are put away and the New Yearôs Resolutions started, the Brain 
Factory Team is very busy at work. The students will be learning many new things this month.  In social studies, they will 
be traveling back to the Fertile Crescent. They will be studying the ancient Mesopotamia Civilization. The science classes 
will be studying the different types of pollution in the environment while using Dr. Seussôs The Lorax.  In math class, the 
kids are working hard on integers and then are going to start GEOMETRY. They need to be sure to have a notebook for 
notes and a calculator for class.  Mr. Poleraôs language arts classes will be busy with a novel unit. They will also be 
working on writing their persuasive essays and they will start preparing for the ISAT tests. Mrs. Strothmanôs language arts 
class will be  working hard on their Reading Plus. They will also be doing a novel unit as well as working on their extended 
responses. We are proud to announce the two Students of the Month, Amber Sebby and Jesse Brunoehler!!!  Great 
job!  These students both have shown strong effort in all areas. Also, just a reminder, to stock up on any supplies that are 
running low for next quarter  (paper, pencils, colored pencils,  pens, foldersé). The school store carries most items.    

 
   
 
 
 
6

th
 Grade West Wing News 

Ms. Tripp, Ms. Hessenberger, Ms. Shimp, Ms. Shook, Ms. Maier 

Happy New Year!  Social studies will be learning about the ancient civilization of Mesopotamia and comparing it to the 
other major river civilizations they have studied.  The students will also begin to study ancient Greek culture.  They will 
compare and contrast the cities of Sparta and Athens, read some Greek mythology, and will look at the legacies left 
behind by ancient Greece, such as the Olympics. Language arts classes will continue working on writing, novel studies, 
and reading.  In addition, AT language arts will be studying Greek Mythology.  In science, the students will be exploring 
how living things obtain the things they need from their surroundings.  They will learn about animal adaptations, 
interactions, and symbiotic relationships.  The students will be doing an adaptation project at the end of the unit.  Math 
kicks off 2010 with fabulous fractions.  Classes will start out dividing fractions and then switch to positive and negative 
integers.  AT math classes will be starting with positive and negative numbers and then will move on to the world of 
geometry.  We are proud to announce Rachel Goodin as the Student of the Month and Anthony Vruno as the Hardest 
Worker.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



7
th

 Grade Hawks News 
Mr. Horton, Ms. Gray, Ms. Kummer, Mr. Werthmann, Mr.Maloney . 
 

We are coming to the close of the 2
nd

 quarter this month.  Half the year is now complete.  Social studies will be examining 
the Washington Administration and go up through Jeffersonôs Administration.   This will cover events such as the Whiskey 
Rebellion, Alien Sedition Acts, and the Louisiana Purchase. 

In the math classes, we just finished up our unit on fractions.  This will take us into the unit on ratios, rates, proportions, 
customary units and metric units of measurement.  After winter break, we will take some time to review the first six units 
that we have worked on this year.  We will accomplish this by doing a project that involves several activities the students 
can choose from to help them review the concepts we have learned so far this year.  In pre-algebra, we are continuing our 
unit on geometry.  We are working on area, perimeter, the Pythagorean Theorem, along with many other of the basics for 
geometry.  After we return from the winter break, we will begin our unit in rations and similarity.  The students will spend 
some time working on ratios, proportions, similar figures, scale models, and scale drawings. 

Resource math is continuing with decimals and their operations, as well as reviewing basic math facts.  We are excited 
because we have just received math books and are hopefully going to be moving into them either before Christmas or 
right after we return from break. 

In science, we are studying DNA.  This will lead us into a weeklong forensic unit.  After the forensic unit, we will be 
working on graphing.  When we return from winter break, we will continue with our biology unit.  We will be studying about 
where different organisms fit in by classification.  To finish off the quarter, the students will be researching an organism 
and creating a Power Point presentation in order to teach about the organism that they chose to the class. 

Hawks Students of the Month are:  Joe Duffy and Maria Burciaga 

 

7
th

  Grade Bulldog News 
Ms. Sgiers, Ms. Duvick, Mr. Butler, Ms. Gregory, Ms. Bonneau 

 

Happy Holidays from the Bulldog team! It is hard to believe that the holiday break is almost here and half a year has 
already gone by. This time of year is usually busy and passes by very quickly. All curricular areas are working on finishing 
units, chapters, and projects before the break.  

In language arts, the students are reading the classic novel by Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol. They are responding 
to the novel by creating a booklet that both illustrates and responds to the reading. The entire 7

th
 grade will be attending 

the play at the Paramount Theatre in Aurora on December 7
th
.  

Social studies has just finished studying about the American Revolution and the writing of the Constitution. The students 
have also just finished their cross-curricular paper with language arts. They are moving in the first years of Washingtonôs 
Presidency and the creation of this country. 

In science, the students will continue with biology. Students will participate in a cross-team forensic unit where they will 
become detectives and learn all about different aspects of crime-solving and how that relates back to their lessons in 
biology. 

Mrs. Sgiers will be on a personal leave for the remainder of  2009. She will return after the break. Mrs. Beltran will ably 
take over the instruction of the lessons for the next 3 weeks. 

Congratulations to our Students of the Month, Domonic Lange and Samantha Rodriguez. They are both hardworking 

responsible students. We certainly appreciate having them in our classes.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

8
th

 Grade Eagles & Falcons News 
Eagles - Ms. Drew, Ms. Anderson, Mr. Crawley, Ms. Hannig, Ms. Mitchell 
Falcons - Mr. Heilemeier, Ms. Stout, Mr. Rhoades, Ms. Johnson, Ms. Nelle 
 

  

Happy New Year!  We are looking forward to a great start for 2010.  In regular language arts, the students will 
begin The Cay by Theodore Taylor.  The AT students will be reading William Shakespeareôs, A Midsummer Nightôs 
Dream.   All classes will be beginning ISAT practice soon.  In social studies, the students will begin learning about the 
Great Depression and begin the study of World War II. In algebra, students are beginning exponents and polynomials.  In 
regular math, they have been working with percents and will begin a geometry and spatial reasoning unit.  Before you 
know it, ISATs will be here. We have been busy preparing for them and hope our preparation will pay off.  The science 
classes will be working on an experimental design unit where students will test variables, design a parachute,  and create 
a Power Point presentation. 

Our Students of the Month are Ashley Dennis, Ricardo Garcia, Stephany Sanchez, and Kevin Huhn.  We appreciate 

their hard work and courteousness. 

 

8th Grade Washington Tour News 

 

All 8
th
 grade students who are participating in the Washington Educational Tour need to attend a mandatory tour meeting 

on Saturday, January 9, 2010, at 2:00pm in the SMS Cafeteria.  In addition to answering any final questions about the 
tour; this meeting will be used to collect final forms, issue room assignments, and distribute the tour schedule for our trip 
to Washington in February.  Please make sure you have made your final payments to Educational Tours, Inc.  If you are 
unsure about your balance due, please contact the tour company at 1-847-509-0088. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Physical Education News  
Mr. Arendt, Mr. Russell, Ms. Thompson, Ms. Vance 

 

 
Hello, again, from the Physical Education staff here at SMS!  Itôs hard to believe we are nearing our 

December/January holiday break.  We are currently involved in our floor hockey, scooter hockey and fitness center 
rotation.  As we near break, we will be completing these units and will have some alternative fitness activities for the 
students to enjoy.  We hope everyone has a happy and healthy break and a great start to the New Year!  Congratulations, 
to our Students of the Month: 

 
6

th
 Grade 

Kirbey Johnson 
Noah Crane 

 
7

th
 Grade 

Kylee Romanowski 
Jason Howell 

 
8

th
 Grade 

Kerri Smith 
Nick Fredres 

 

 

Life Skills News 
Mr. Arendt, Ms. Vance 

 

6
th
 Grade- With the holiday season upon us, the 6

th
 grade life skills classes are in high spirits. Our classes are finishing up 

their body systems unit and will move into a career/self exploration unit in the future. I am very eager to see the studentsô 
progress within the next few weeks. Very exciting! Students of the Month are Maggie Clemons and Ariel Brauer. Both 
of these students have shown excellent progress in class and have been very helpful for others as well. Keep up the good 
work.  

7
th
 Grade- Santa will be very proud of the life skills students this quarter! They have been learning about friendships, 

bullying, and manners.  Throughout this experience, the students have learned what society expects of them, and what 
their friends expect from them as well. The next unit of study is fitness/nutrition.  The students are going to view virtual 
tours of fitness centers around the country so that they can choose which items they want for their very own fitness center 
they will be creating.  I canôt wait to see what the students make!  Students of the Month for January are chosen 
because of their hard work, participation, and excellent homework scores! These students are Trevor Dabbert and Unice 
Valencia.  Great Job! 

8
th
 Grade- Mr. Champion is a student teacher here in the PE Department.  He wanted to get some experience teaching in 

a health classroom, so here he is! Even though he will only be with us for a couple weeks, he is eager to teach the 
students about drugs and their effects.  Mr. Champion had the students get into groups and make a Power Point 
presentation on a drug the group chose. He also has worksheets for the students to do in order to learn the effects of 
drugs on the body, mind, and emotions. Students of the Month for January were chosen because of their homework 
completion, participation in class, and their leadership.  These Students of the Month are Nick Duffy and Zoe White.  

Thanks for all of your hard work! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Explore News 
Ms. Beckwell, Ms. Joyce, Ms. Lamz, Mr. Hawkinson, Ms. Shollenberger, Ms. Spanski, Mr. Nisbet 

 

The January Art Student of the Month is Cora Prothman.  Coraôs work in art class is outstanding.  She always does her 
best and is very kind and helpful.  It is very nice to have a talented young lady like Cora in my class.  Congratulations to 
you, Cora.  Please keep drawing!  

The January Keyboarding Student of the Month is Charles Bailey.  Charles worked hard on each group of keys.  He 
advanced to QMG at which he had all the character keys.  He did his work and did not bother anyone.  Keep typing 
assignments and you will continue to increase your speed.  Good job, Charles!  

The January Industrial Arts Student of the Month is Nicole Arnold.  Nicole is always at her table prepared for class.  

She has been on schedule with plans and well crafted projects.  Keep up the excellent work, Nicole, and congratulations! 

The January Sewing Student of the Month is Liam Crotty.  Liam is a very inquisitive student and is always on task.  He 

is helpful to other students and very respectful to his teacher.  Keep up the good work!  

The January Cooking Student of the Month is Alexis Thorne.  Alexis comes to class eagerly awaiting the cooking 
assignment for the day.  She is always cheerful and happy to help others in her group.  She has a positive attitude and is 
always willing to lend a hand.  Keep up the good work! 

 

 

 

 

Band & Choir News  
Mr.  Hawkinson, Ms. Shollenberger 

Sandwich Middle School Band Members are beginning their preparation for the solo/ensemble contest, which will be at 
Hinckley Big Rock, on February 27

th
.  The band members are also currently working on the upcoming winter performance, 

which will be held March 1
st
.  

The Sandwich Middle School Choirs did a wonderful job ushering in the winter season with their performances in the 
Holiday Concert on Sunday, December 6

th
.  The students were able to show off all of their hard work during the show 

which brought together all middle and high school students, and even some alumnae, for the musical celebration.  The 
students can expect to be working on some new and challenging music that will certainly put their vocal skills to the test! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                

 



 

                                                                                     

                                         
The Sandwich Indians  

GIFT -CHECKBOOK

  

 

 
The Sandwich High School Post Prom Committee is offering an exciting new product that is a Gift-Checkbook with over $400 in Gift-

Checks from the 28 local restaurants and merchants shown below.  These Gift-Checks can be used like cash at the participating 

businesses.  During these economically challenging times, we understand that it is even more important to patronize local businesses 

that support our community. 

 

Treat yourself and your family while supporting Sandwich H.S. Post Prom and our local merchants for just $30.  

 
If you have any questions or would like to see or purchase a checkbook, please contact  
Jeanette Wright at 815-786-2413, Lynn Brown at 815-496-2237, or Sheri Anthenat at 815-786-6217.   

The checkbooks are available in the SHS main office and will be sold at many high school sporting events and at the Sandwich Park 
Districtôs Festival of Trees and Holiday Lane Craft Show at Timber Creek on  
Dec. 5

th
 (11 a.m. to 8 p.m.) and Dec. 6

th
 (noon ï 4 p.m.).   

 
These are in stock now and available for immediate delivery.  The Gift-Checks donôt expire until  

December 31, 2010 so you have 13 full months to use them. 

Alessandria ï Locale Italiano $15   Leoôs Awards, Gifts & Engraving $10     

Mio Amore Italian Steakhouse $10   Quilterôs Heart $10  

Rosatiôs Pizza $10     Girlfriends $5  

Gonzoôs Pizzeria $8    Edgebrook Golf Course $25  

Star 34 $6     Idle Hour Lanes $8  

Brendaôs Frozen Custard $5   Sugar Grove Family Fun Center $5   

Wurst Kitchen Sausage Co. $5   Curves $99  

Johnny Kôs $5     Wash House II $7  

Arneson Tire Center $15    Salon 34 $28  

Napa Auto Parts $5    Ultimate Health & Fitness $20  

Cooper Home Furnishings $30   Cancun Connection Tanning $20  

Duyôs Shoes & Custom $20  

Imprinted Sportswear  

Touch of the West $15  

First Place Rental $15  

Sandwich Floral $10  

Designer Discount $10  

Dog of Your Dreams $10  
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CONGRATULATIONS  

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  

8
th
 Grade Left to Right:  Kevin Huhn, Ricardo Garcia, 

Nick Fredres, Liam Crotty, Nick Duffy, Kerri 
Smith,Cora Prothman, Ashley Dennis,               
Nicole Arnold, Zoe White 

   

7
th
 Grade Left to Right:  Eunice Valencia,               

Maria Burciaga, Alexis Thorne,                       
Samantha Rodriguez, Kylee Romanowski, Joe Duffy,             
Trevor Dabbert, Domonic Lange, Jason Howell  

6
th
 Grade Left to Right:  Amber Sebby,             

Kirbey Johnson, Maggie Clemons, Ariel 
Brauer,Rachel Goodin, Jesse Brunoehler,          
Noah Crane, Anthony Vruno, Charlie Bailey  
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NEWS FROM THE LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER 
Ms. Butler 

                       

          

HAPPY 2010 to EVERYONE! 

 

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and that the glow from the holidays helps 
keep you warm in January. 

 

January is a good month for reading!  Itôs cold, the weather outside is frightful, the ñnewò has worn off of the video 
games and dvdôs.  Itôs cold, everyone is stuck inside and may need an escape, and did I mention itôs cold? So in January 
make a resolution to read more.  Everybody can curl up in his or her own special spot and read.  Maybe make a plan to 
read out loud to each other.  Break out the hot chocolate and marshmallows and READ January away! 

In January we will be holding the LRCôs 2
nd

 annual Tic-Tac-Toe Contest.  Last year was a blast and I hope we 
have double the participants this year.  Details about the contest will be available at the circulation counter. 
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Nurse News 
Ms. Meyer, Ms .Rickelm 

  

VISION AND HEARING SCREENING 
                                         

 
 
 
Each school year the Sandwich District 430 school nurses conduct vision/hearing screenings in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of the Illinois Department of Public Health.  Vision screening will be done as mandated for the following 
children:  preschool, kindergarten, second grade, eighth grade, special education students, new/transfer students, and 
other concerns.  Hearing screenings will be done for preschool, kindergarten, first grade, second grade, third grade, 
special education students, new/transfer students, and any other concerns.   
 
Screenings will be done at Sandwich Middle School on January 11, 2010, and rescreening on January 25, 2010.  
 
Vision screening is not a substitute for a complete eye and vision evaluation by an eye doctor.  Your child is not required 
to undergo this vision screening if an optometrist or opthamologist has completed and signed a report form indicating that 
an examination has been administered within the previous 12 months and that evaluation is on file and the school.  This 
notice is not a permission to test and is not required to be returned.  Vision screening is not an option.  If a vision 
examination report is not on file at the school, your child in the mandated age/grade/group will be screened per Public Act 
093-0504 effective January 1, 2004.  If you have any questions, you may contact the school nurse.  Reminder:  A 
complete vision exam is required for all students enrolled in Kindergarten. 
 
 

 
 
 

SMILE ILLINOIS MOBILE DENTISTS  
ARE COMING TO SMS 

 
 

Smile Illinois Mobile Dentists will be bringing their on-site preventive dental care program to Sandwich Middle School on 
January 14

th
 and 15

th
, 2010.  The Mobile Dentists team will set up a mini-dental office in our building and do exams, 

cleanings, apply fluoride, and sealants.  Dental insurances, including Public Aid/All Kids are accepted and grants to 
provide dental preventive services for children needing financial assistance are available.  No child is ever turned away by 
Mobile Dentists/Smile Programs because of financial need. 
 
Application forms will be available at the Sandwich Middle School Office, in the newsletter, and on the Sandwich District 
430 website (www.sandwich430.org).   If you are interested in having your child participate in this program be sure and 

complete an application form as soon as possible.  Students currently in kindergarten, second, and sixth 
grade are required by state law to turn in a current dental form by May 15th, 2010.  Mobile 

Dentists/Smile Programs meet the Stateôs dental examination requirements.  Please contact the school nurse if you have 
any questions.     

 
 

 

http://www.sandwich430.org/
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