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  EVENTS CALENDAR 

  November 2009 
 

 
4   ï Market Day 

5   ï 11:10 Dismissal 
     P/T Conf. Noon-8PM 

6   ï No School 
        P/T Conf. 8:00-Noon 

11 ï Veteranôs Day 
        Assembly 

14 ï Band Craft Show 

15 ï Band Craft Show     

17 ï Picture Re-takes & 
        Sports Pictures, 

     ï Bd Mtg, SMS, 7PM, 

     ï Rosatiôs Fundraiser 

18 ï Rosatiôs Fundraiser 

19 ï Rosatiôs Fundraiser 

21 ï IMEA District Festival 

26 ï No School, 
        Thanksgiving Day 

27 ï No School- Non- 
        Attendance Day 

Band News  
Mr. Joel Hawkinson 

                           
Left to Right-Kate Carpenter, Molly Fraser, Cayman Joseph 

IMEA Musicians 

 

Congratulations to Kate Carpenter ï Flute, Molly Fraser ï Clarinet, and                           

Cayman Joseph ï Bassoon for being chosen to participate in the Illinois Music Educators 

Association District 8 Festival.  The festival will be held on November 21
st
  at Northern Illinois 

University.  The students auditioned and were accepted into the junior high concert band, which 

is represented by students from northwestern and north central Illinois.  Great Job!!! 

 



~ 2 ~ 

6
th

 Grade Brain Factory News 
Ms  Mavec, Ms. Brignon, Mr. Polera, Mr. Behringer, Ms. Strothman 

 

As we start the second quarter, we can see we are going to have a great school year. Right now, the math class has 
finished up basic algebra and is moving on to fractions. 

Mrs. Strothmanôs language arts class is working on the ñReading Plusò computer program and doing a grammar unit on 
subjects and predicates. They will be working on ñSkills in Readingò in the Holt Reader. They will also begin their 
Accelerated Reading Program soon. 

The social studies class will be rowing down the Nile River into ancient Egypt. 

The science class is learning about microscopes and biomes. Watch for your student to be working on his/her large biome 
project. 

Mr. Poleraôs language arts class is working on a grammar unit and will move to more study of reading skills and extended 
response writing. 

Congratulations to our Students of the Month, Collin Berke and Ken Gonzalez. 

The Brain Factory wishes you and your student a fine fall quarter. 

 

 

 

 
6

th
 Grade West Wing News 

Ms. Tripp, Ms. Hessenberger, Ms. Shimp, Ms. Shook, Ms. Maier 

Boy did that 9 weeks fly by!  The students have been working really hard and getting in to the swing of 6
th
 grade with 

changing classes and living out of lockers.  GREAT JOB, KIDS!   Now whatôs up with the academic classes?  In math 
class, we would like to introduce a student teacher that will be working with students until Christmas, Ms. Katie Brummel.  
She is a student from NIU and worked 8 weeks with the other team teaching science.  For the next two months, math will 
consist of fractions, fractions, and more fractions.  Wonder what ñfractionò of the students will like fractions?  Hmm. The 
social studies class will begin their great journey to Ancient Egypt.  They will study the pyramids, mummies, and the 
mighty Nile River.  In language arts class, itôs novel time.  As the students explore new experiences through literature, 
they will learn new vocabulary and comprehension skills.  Students will continue working on grammar and writing 
extended responses.  The science class has started the unit on volcanoes.   Along with the lessons in the textbook, the 
students are working on a volcano project.  They have many choices for their project and have done the research in the 
computer lab. The due date is November 9

th
.   Next, they will be studying minerals and learning how to identify them.  

They will also be doing Mighty Mineral research in the computer lab. 

We are proud to announce the Student of the Month is Haley Joseph and the Hardest Worker is Ryan Gram.   
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7
th

 Grade Hawks News 
Mr. Horton, Ms. Gray, Ms. Kummer, Mr. Werthmann, Mr.Maloney  
. 

Heading into November, the Hawks are going to be quite busy.  Social studies will have finished their Native American 
projects and will begin work on pre-revolutionary material.  We will examine the events and conditions that prompted 
English citizens to rise up against their government.  Students should understand the importance of speaking freely on 
issues and why the Declaration of Independence was needed. 

In science, we are starting to learn about the periodic table and different elements.  The students will be learning how to 
use the internet and books to research and find information.  Then, the students will use the skills that they learned in a 
LRC scavenger hunt.  After the hunt, the students will use their new skills to research an element with a partner and give 
a presentation to "sell" their element to the class.  This will end the chemistry unit for the quarter and the students will 
begin studying biology. 

In language arts, we have been studying and developing good arguments. After reading a few short stories, students are 
developing their own advice columns to help a fellow student through bullying. Within the next week, we will be finishing 
the first unit in the Holt series.  We will be reading the teleplay Brian's Song, and discussing its themes of friendship. 

In pre-algebra, we are finishing up our unit on rational and real numbers.  The students learned how to solve equations 
with rational numbers, find the square roots of numbers and learned the similarities and differences of rational and real 
numbers.  Next, we will be spending a few days in class working on math tiles.  Then we will be moving onto collecting, 
displaying and analyzing data.  The students will learn how to display their data with different types of graphs, plots, and 
tables.  They will also learn different measures of central tendencies, such as mean, median and mode.   

 The other math classes are finishing up the unit on writing and solving equations.  The students also learned how to solve 
and graph functions.  They will also be spending a few days working on math tiles.  They will then be moving onto 
fractions, decimals and percents.  The students will be working on changing fractions into decimals and percents, 
decimals into fractions and percents, and percents into decimals and fractions.  The students will also be working on 
greatest common factors and least common multiples. 

Resource math has been working on a unit about something everyone needs to work on, following directions.  
Accelerated Math will continue after the students complete their first math writing assignment. 

Our Students of the Month are Samantha Gilbert and Taylor Ordonez. 
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7

th
 Grade Bulldog News 

Ms. Sgiers, Ms. Duvick, Mr. Butler, Ms. Gregory, Ms. Bonneau 

 

As we near the end of the first quarter, the 7
th
 grade Bulldogs are in full swing.  Students in Mrs. Sgiersôs math classes 

have recently begun working on the year-long practice of writing extended response questions.  We decided to pause in 
our efforts to spend a little more time reviewing integer work in 3/4/5th periods.  Each class has also had their first 
opportunity to play some math tile games in class.  Both the regular and AT classes are also working on different levels of 
solving algebraic equations.  Please continue to review operations with integers with your student at home.  This would be 
of great help in the upcoming chapters. 

In science, students are finishing up the chemistry unit by studying the Periodic Table of Elements.  After having learned 
about the properties of matter, elements, compounds, and mixtures, the students will be putting it all together by 
participating in the cross-team research project Adopt-an-Element.  Science students are also excited to welcome back 
Mrs. Gregory from her maternity leave! 

Mrs. Duvickôs language students are rounding out the quarter by learning about verbs: action, transitive and intransitive, 
helping, linking, irregular, and so on.  While all this verb action is going on, students will also be reading the screenplay 
Brianôs Song, which many of us remember as the poignant story of a friendship that overcame many obstacles and 
involved two of the most beloved Chicago Bears of all time: Brian Piccolo and Gale Sayers. 

Students in Mr. Butlerôs American History are quickly approaching the Revolutionary War as the quarter draws to an end.  
So far, students have learned about the early days of the colonies, how they were formed and shaped, and what led to the 
decision to pull away from Britain and declare themselves an independent nation.  Students will be stepping into the 
colonistsô shoes as they create their own Colonial Protest posters which exemplify some of the reasons the early 
Americans desired independence. 

The Bulldog team would like to recognize two of our most outstanding students. Anaise Hernandez and Justin Thomas 
are both hard workers who show that determination and dedication can indeed lead to success.  Congratulations, Anaise 
and Justin, for being chosen Students of the Month.  Thank you for your hard work! 

Just a couple of reminderséExpect first quarter report cards to come home with your student on Friday, October 30, 
2009.  Parent-Teacher Conferences will be Thursday, November 5

th
 from noon to 8:00 p.m. and Friday, November 6

th
 

from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  Times are limited and conferences are available by appointment only.  Please call or email as 
soon as possible if you wish to meet with your studentôs team of teachers.  Finally, expect to see permission slips coming 
home soon for our field trip in December to see The Christmas Carol at the Paramount Theatre in Aurora. 
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8
th

 Grade Eagles & Falcons News 
Eagles - Ms. Drew, Ms. Anderson, Mr. Crawley, Ms. Hannig, Ms. Mitchell 
Falcons - Mr. Heilemeier, Ms. Stout, Mr. Rhoades, Ms. Johnson, Ms. Nelle 
 

We are now into our second quarter of the school year!  Students were issued report cards on October 30, 
2009.  Progress reports will continue to be issued every two weeks during the second quarter and grades are 
always available at the Ed-Line website.  Please contact the middle school office (815.786.2138) if you need 
assistance logging-in to Ed-Line. 

In language arts, we will be starting to read Flowers For Algernon while continuing to work on vocabulary and 
grammar activities.  Soon after that, we will begin The Westing Game. 

Our science classes just wrapped-up their studies of the periodic table. We are now starting our chemistry unit.   

The American History classes are wrapping-up their studies of the progressive movement in America during 
the early 1900ôs.  After a brief study of the Spanish-American and Philippine-American Wars, we will find 
ourselves ñin the trenchesò of World War I.  

In math, our AT class is beginning to learn how to graph with linear, quadratic, and absolute value equations.  
In Accelerated Math, the concept of slope is being learned through the use of discreet and continuous graphs.  
In regular math classes, students are studying the ñreal number systemò.  They have also spent a lot of time 
understanding the Pythagorean Theorem.  We will continue to review basic skills and concepts in preparation 
for the ISAT exams in the spring. 

The 8th grade Washington Educational Tour is at capacity for this yearôs trip to our nationôs capital, which is 
very exciting!  Any new registrations for participants will be placed on a waiting list and will be added to the tour 
should any current participants drop-out.  Many students are also making use of the offer to earn $50 toward 
their tour fees by working at concessions after school.  Weôre booked with concessions dates until the Girls 
Basketball season begins in January.  The Washington Educational Tour will take place from February 11-15, 
2010 and costs $689.00, plus fees. 

 

Students of the Month for the Eagles are Peter Medlin and Cassie 
Dobson.   For the Falcons, the Students of the Month are Clint 
Updike and Amy Underwood.  These students have a great attitude in 
school and are very helpful to their fellow students. 
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Physical Education News  
Mr. Arendt, Mr. Russell, Ms. Thompson, Ms. Vance 

 
Hello from the Physical Education staff here at SMS!  Itôs hard to believe we are nearing the end of the first 

quarter.  We are completing our football, ultimate frisbee, and soccer unit rotation.  Classes have finished up their 
Physical Fitness testing and many of the students have done a great job. We will be participating in a basketball/volleyball 
unit in the coming month.  Congratulations to our Studentôs of the Month: 

 
6

th
 Grade 

Taylor Parks 
Jesse Brunoehler 

 
7

th
 Grade 

Lauren Kaltenecker 
Domonic Lange 

 
8

th
 Grade 

Ashley Jones 
Scott Marisette 

 

Life Skills News 
Mr. Arendt, Ms. Vance 

 

6
th

 Grade- The 6
th
 graders have been busy studying the body systems. Upon completion of this unit, the classes will be 

diving into self-concept/self-esteem unit as well as career and fitness topics. Students of the Month are Mikey Mendoza 
and Meghan Webber.  Keep up the good work!  

7
th

 Grade-  The 7
th
 Graders have been busy creating their very own Recreation Center!  They are learning about fitness, 

nutrition, and how to spread that word that life lasts longer when youôre healthy.  To finish out the quarter, we are going to 
do some activities involving career education.  We are going to look at their personality profiles and decide what they 
would like to do in the future.  Students of the Month are Whitney Olson and David Garcia.  These students are class 

leaders and always have their assignments done!  Great job! 
8

th
 Grade- The 8

th
 graders are on their way to finishing their last couple weeks of life skills.  We are going to end on a 

fitness and nutrition unit.  The students will be creating a food log and exercise routine.  Students of the Month are 
Dalton Bialas and C.J. Sharp.  These students are awesome and always do what is expected!  Great job! 

 

Explore News 
Ms. Beckwell, Ms. Joyce, Ms. Lamz, Mr. Hawkinson, Ms. Shollenberger, Ms. Spanski,   Mr. Nisbet 

 

 
 
Student of the Month for industrial arts is Patrick Crothers.  Patrick planned and built an awesome cutting board with 
excellent craftsmanship and use of the router for rounding over all the edges.  Well done, Patrick! 
 
Student of the Month in cooking is Harley Taber.  Harley works very hard in class and is a very dedicated student.  He 
is helpful to his peers and takes up the slack when something isnôt getting done.  He is a very kind and considerate 
student and a joy to have in the classroom. Keep up the good work, Harley! 
 
Student of the Month for sewing is eighth grader Tyler Titzel.  Tyler is always on time and ready to work.  He is friendly 
and helpful to other students.  He has finished his required projects and is working on extra credit.  Good job, Tyler!  
 
Student of the Month for art class is Nicole Fraser.  Nicole always has her work done accurately and turned in on time.  
She is always willing to help in any way she can.  Nicole has a great positive attitude about art class.  Keep up the 
wonderful work in my class. Congratulations, Nicole! 
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CONGRATULATIONS  

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

8
th
 Grade Left to Right:  C.J. Sharp, Scott Marisette, 

Cassie Dobson, Clint Updike, Peter Medlin, Nicole 
Fraser, Tyler Titzel, Ashley Jones, Amy Underwood   

 

7
th
 Grade Left to Right:  Taylor Ordonez,           

Domonic Lange, Harley Taber, David Garcia, 
Samantha Gilbert, Anaise Hernandez,                  
Lauren Kaltenecker 

6
th
 Grade Left to Right:  Collin Berke,                     

Jesse Brunoehler, Ryan Gram, Michael Mendoza, 
Taylor Parks, Megahn Webber, Haley Joseph, 
Kenneth Gonzalez  
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NEWS FROM THE LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER 
Ms. Beth Butler 

         November News from the LRC 

I have so many things to be thankful for this November! 

 

Our Scholastic Book Fair was very successful. We were able to add over 60 new 

titles to our collection. The students also raised $50.00 in donations to purchase 

books for Valley West Hospital.  Thanks to everyone who came to the book fair. 

 

Thank you to Caitlin Carlson, Anaise Hernandez, Aubrey Kelson, Scott Marisette, 

Toni Martin, Alex Roller, Sieara Tocheck, & Unice Valencia.  These wonderful 

Learning Center Student Assistants are doing a great job and I am thankful 

everyday that they are here to make things run so smoothly! 

 

I am amazed, thrilled, and very thankful for all the wonderful readers we have 

here at the middle school.  In the 34 days that we have been in school, SMS 

students have checked out 2,896 books!  There are so many enthusiastic readers.  I am trying to keep up with 

all their requests.  It is such a wonderful problem to have! 

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving 

Mrs. Butler 
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Nurse News 
Ms. Meyer, Ms .Rickelm 

  

VISION AND HEARING SCREENING 
                                         

 
 
 
Each school year the Sandwich District 430 school nurses conduct vision/hearing screenings in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of the Illinois Department of Public Health.  Vision screening will be done as mandated for the following 
children:  preschool, kindergarten, second grade, eighth grade, special education students, new/transfer students, and 
other concerns.  Hearing screenings will be done for preschool, kindergarten, first grade, second grade, third grade, 
special education students, new/transfer students, and any other concerns.   
 
Screenings will be done at Sandwich Middle School on January 11, 2010, and rescreening on January 25, 2010.  
 
Vision screening is not a substitute for a complete eye and vision evaluation by an eye doctor.  Your child is not required 
to undergo this vision screening if an optometrist or opthamologist has completed and signed a report form indicating that 
an examination has been administered within the previous 12 months and that evaluation is on file and the school.  This 
notice is not a permission to test and is not required to be returned.  Vision screening is not an option.  If a vision 
examination report is not on file at the school, your child in the mandated age/grade/group will be screened per Public Act 
093-0504 effective January 1, 2004.  If you have any questions, you may contact the school nurse.  Reminder:  A 
complete vision exam is required for all students enrolled in Kindergarten. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

District Calendars 

Please use the following calendars that can be found at www.sandwich430.org, to help you in scheduling around our 
district's events: 

2009-10 Academic Calendar  (http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_dst.pdf) 
2009-10 Activities Calendar  (http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_act.pdf) 
Gym Use Calendar  (http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0809_gym.pdf)  
Middle School Sports Schedules  (http://www.highschoolsports.net/defaultcal.cfm?schoolid=IL6054835950&spt=-1&lvl=-1&division=-1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandwich430.org/
http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_dst.pdf
http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_act.pdf
http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0809_gym.pdf
http://www.highschoolsports.net/defaultcal.cfm?schoolid=IL6054835950&spt=-1&lvl=-1&division=-1
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Order your yearbook online  
 

It is quick a nd easy.   

Use your credit card.  

 

Follow these easy directions:  

1. Toll free number:  
Monday -  Friday  
8 a.m. -  5 p.m. Central Time  
¶ Buy the Book customers use 1 - 866 - 750 - 1367  
¶ The Middle School order # is 8294.  

 
2. Website:  

www.yearbookordercenter.com (and e nter Order #) The Middle 
school order # is 8294 .  

The yearbook will be $25 until December 18 th  when the price will 
increase to $30.  You may order the yearbook, a name stamp 

($5.00) or an 8 th  grade dedication on the phone site or on the 
website.  

Be aware t hat there is a $3.50 charge for the 
convenience of ordering online and using your 

credit card.  

 

This service is operated by the yearbook publisher NOT the 
middle school.  It will not be available after December 14th  
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Be the first to order the 2010 Yearbook 
 
 

 

 

Same Price            $25 if ordered before Dec. 18th 

As last year           $30 after Dec. 18th 

We ran out of yearbooks last year so DO NOT WAIT!!  

This yearôs book will include:  

¶ A colorful hard cover 

¶ Lots of fun and funny candid shots 

¶ Shots of all the sports teams and clubs 

¶ The 8
th

 grade Hall of Fame  

¶ A new feature this year includes class opinion polls 

¶ Name stamps---put your name on the yearbook cover for a measly $5.00 extra 

charge. 

 

NAME ________________________________ 

HOMEROOM TEACHER _________________ 

Name stamp??? Name for cover________________________ 

 

AMOUNT  ENCLOSED :_____________ Remember to add $$$ for the 

name stamp if you ordered it. 

¶ Please attach money or check to this form so that we can keep track of your order.    

¶ Mrs. Johnson (Room 202) or Mrs. Brignon (Room 315) would be delighted to take 

your order.                                                                                    
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TOY DRIVE AT SANDWICH MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 FOR THE WALTER AND CONNIE PAYTON FOUNDATION 

 

 

It is getting to be that time of year again, where everyone is thinking about the holidays.  This is also a time of year, when 
many children who are neglected, abused or underprivileged will go without toys this Christmas.  WE CAN make a 
difference in those lives by donating a new toy.  The Walter and Connie Payton Foundation is an organization that helps 
out neglected and/or abused children and works closely with the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services to 
help boost childrenôs self-esteem and ñgive them a reason to believe that tomorrow can be differenté.That tomorrow can 
be better.ò  This organization has helped out the school district by donating items to the Sandwich Education Foundation 
as well as other fund raisers for sports teams and prom.  The least we can do is help them!!   

The school will be having various raffles throughout the month of November to raise money that will be used to purchase 
new toys for the drive and toys can be brought in as well.  So as you are shopping this month, grab an extra toy to donate.  
A large box will be held in Mrs.Trippôs room to fill up throughout the month.   

Letôs show them Sandwich Middle School cares by making this toy drive a success!!   If anyone has any questions or 
would like to make a donation, feel free to contact Mrs. Tripp at the school or email anytime at stripp@kidsroe.org.  

 

 

 

Alert Now Notification System 

Sandwich Schools will be conducting a complete test of the Alert Now Notification System on 

November 25
th
 at 3:30 pm.  This is to ensure the emergency notification system is working properly. 

Parents, please make sure your studentôs contact information is correct. In the event of an actual 

 emergency, such as a school closing due to inclement weather, this information is vital in relaying 

 the message to your home. All information should be current by November 6
th
.  Thank you for your 

 help in making this new system a success. 
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SHOW YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT AND ORDER YOUR  

SANDWICH MIDDLE SCHOOL SPIRIT WEAR 

---ORDERS DUE BY NOVEMBER 13--- 



~ 15 ~  


