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  EVENTS CALENDAR 

  October 2009 
 
 

1  - SMS Book Fair 

 

2  - SMS Book Fair 
    - SMS Dance 7-9PM 

 
7  - Market Day 
    - Board Coffee 7PM     

12 - No School,       
     - Columbus Day 

13 -Rosatiôs Fundraiser 

14 -Rosatiôs Fundraiser 

15 -Rosatiôs Fundraiser 

 

16 - 11:10AM Dismissal  

17 - 7th Grade Springfield 
       Trip      

20 - Board Meeting, 

       SMS 7PM 

21 - 6th,7th,8th, Grade Band 
       & Choir Concert 7PM 

25 - Jr. Regiment @ 
       Sycamore 

30 - Report Cards   
     

NEWS FROM THE LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER 
Ms. Beth Butler 

SANDWICH MIDDLE SCHOOL 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

Monday, September 28 ï Friday, October 2 

Learning Resource Center 

7:30 a.m. - 4:00p.m. daily 

  Sandwich Middle Schoolôs LRC will host a Book Fair from Scholastic on Monday, September 28
th
 ï 

Friday, October 2
nd

.  Funds raised will be used for books and educational activities for the learning resource 

center. 

The book fair will be open each day from 7:30a.m. to 4:00p.m. and feature a wide range of books 

for young teens and adults, including mystery and adventure novels, fantasy trilogies, sports guides, manga, 

and the latest bestsellers from more than 150 publishers. Student volunteers, dubbed the Crew, will help run 

it.  Our Student Crew will work very hard to put on a great book fair event ï one that promotes literacy and 

reading, while at the same time raises money for much-needed school resources. 

To encourage students to attend the book fair, Mr. Richardson and Mr. Gipe have agreed to read 

aloud during lunch to the grade level with the most visitors to the fair.  Triple points to students whose 

parents and family attend.  

Students will have plenty of opportunities to visit the fair including a class visit with their language 

arts class.  Parents and family are WELCOME to visit the fair.  Please stop at the office for a visitor pass if 

you come during the school day.  

I hope to see you at our book   fair! 

Mrs. Butler ð L.R.C. 
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6
th

 Grade Brain Factory News 
Ms  Mavec, Ms. Brignon, Mr. Polera, Mr. Behringer, Ms. Strothman 

 

 The Brain Factory team is having a great start to this school year. In Mrs. Mavecôs math class, students are 
working with basic algebra and having fun with decimals. Mr. Poleraôs language arts classes began working on their 
reading skills and are moving into their first unit on ñThe Writing Process.ò They are looking forward to building on their 
strong language arts skills. Mr. Behringerôs social studies class is having fun with maps and Mrs. Brignon and               
Ms. Brummelôs science classes will be starting their unit on environments. Look for fun projects that allow students to use 
their creative side. Mrs. Strothmanôs class is working with their Holt Reader on short stories and comprehension skills. 
They just completed a persuasive essay. Congratulations to Margaret Clemons and Brock Delphey, our Students of 
the Month.  J Keep up the great work everybody! 

 
6

th
 Grade West Wing News 

Ms. Tripp, Ms. Hessenberger, Ms. Shimp, Ms. Shook, Ms. Maier 

The past month has really flown by.  The students have learned how to open their lockers and get to class on time.  
Remember to sign up for Edline, it is a great way for both the parents and the student to keep track of their progress.  The 
West Wing teachers update the grades on Edline every Friday. Also, check their learning log, as they should be writing 
down the assignments from each of their classes.  So what has been going on in the classes? The social studies classes 
have finished their map unit and are beginning to study the cultures of India and China.  They will create clan banners and 
study The Great Wall.  Then they will learn all about Shihaungdiôs famous Clay Army.  In science, the students have 
finished the measurement unit.  It was a fun hands-on section.  They really liked growing their dinosaurs as their final skill.  
Now they have moved on to Plate Tectonics where they will learn about the Earthôs plates, continental drift, pangaea, 
faults, and earthquakes. October will be the month of fractions for math.  Students will learn to add and subtract them.  
Wonder what fraction of the students will like this? Hmmé  Also, during the week of October 12

th
, students will be 

celebrating ñMetrics Weekò.  A lot of measuring will be going on that week. The language arts classes have been working 
on grammar and will be writing expository essays.    
 

Our pick for Student of the Month is DôAndre Ramos and Hardest Worker is Sydney McHale. Your teachers are very 
proud of you and your accomplishments.  
 

7
th

 Grade Hawks News 
Mr. Horton, Ms. Gray, Ms. Kummer, Mr. Werthmann, Mr.Maloney  
. 

The Hawks are currently engaged in some interesting subjects for your child in the academic core classes. In science, we 
are continuing our chemistry unit by learning about the states of matter.  We will be focusing on the three states of matter 
(solids, liquids, and gasses).  We will then learn about the behavior of gasses by studying Charles' and Boyle's Laws.  
Then we will be learning about the changes of state when dealing with matter.  After finishing with the matter aspect, we 
will be focusing on elements, compounds, and mixtures.  Social studies will focus on the colonization of America and its 
interaction with the native cultures.  This will culminate our Native American project in the beginning of October.  In 
language arts, we will begin exploring the nature of conflict by reading, writing about, and discussing a variety of short 
stories. We will also be using several outside resources to add to our discussion of conflict. As for writing, we will be 
revising our expository essays through weekly writing lessons and activities.  In the pre-algebra and math classes, we just 
finished up our unit on the introduction to algebra.  We are going to begin integers and exponents.  The students will learn 
how to add, subtract, multiply and divide integers and to solve equations involving integers.  Resource math is focusing 
on making and reading different types of graphs.  We will be starting the accelerated math program shortly, which is an 
individualized math program.    

Every month we will select two Students of the Month who show attributes that make them stand out from their peers a 
bit.  A brief list of some of those attributes is helping others, good work habits, volunteerism, going beyond expectations, 
and others.  This month we honor Cody Wrobel and Anna Montgomery. 
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7

th
 Grade Bulldog News 

Ms. Sgiers, Ms. Duvick, Mr. Butler, Ms. Gregory, Ms. Bonneau 

Greetings Bulldog Parents!  Believe it or not we are over a month into the school year and the days have just been flying 
by quickly.  Now that the Sandwich Fair is over, we are all looking forward to buckling down and exploring our respective 
subjects with the students.  Just a reminder, we are available to meet or speak on the phone between 2:00 pm and      
3:00 pm daily and can also be reached by email.  Please do not hesitate to contact us with any and all questions you have 
about your student.  Here is a look at what the teachers have planned for the coming weeks: 

 

¶ Mrs. Bonneau's resource language & reading class is very excited to be implementing the Reading Plus program, 
beginning the week of September 14th.  This program will allow students to improve their reading skills - fluency, 
comprehension, and word attack skills - at their own pace.  Students will also begin daily journals, so a notebook is 
needed for this specific purpose.  Thursdays and Fridays are "Writers' Workshop" days, where many different writing 
skills will be practiced and improved.  Questions and comments can be directed to Mrs. Bonneau at 
rbonneau@kidsroe.org. 

 

¶ Language arts is off to a good start this year. We worked on our writing skills for the first couple of weeks. We 
reviewed what good paragraphs contained and then turned those paragraphs into well-written essays. After working 
through a few computer detours, the students have completed their first essays. We are now turning our attention to 
elements found in short stories and novels. We are identifying these elements as we read through some short stories 
in our literature book and Holt Readers. The students will also be starting on grammar next week, and it won't be long 
before we start our first novel, ñBrian's Songò. Please check with your students to see if they have all the supplies that 
are needed for class. These should include a book cover and highlighters. 

 

¶ In social studies, Mr. Butler and his classes have been working on discovering how the first ñAmericansò arrived 
during the last Ice Age.  We have also been ñexploringò with the likes of Columbus and Magellan.  Right now, we have 
started establishing the Thirteen Colonies and are rapidly moving towards the fight for American independence.  We 
will also be completing our first project of the year in the coming weeks.  Questions and concerns can be passed to 
Mr. Butler at: mbutler@kidsroe.org  

 

¶ In science, we are working on a chemistry unit, studying matter, mass and density.  We have done and will be doing 
quite a few labs in this unit.  We will be doing a paper on physical and chemical properties and changes. 

 

¶ Both pre-algebra and 7th grade math have completed chapter one of their respective textbooks.  We are getting used 
to doing ñProblem of the Dayò warm-ups (for extra credit points!) and writing weekly journals.  Pre-algebra is solving 
equations with integers (donôt drop those negative signs) and learning how to work with data.  Seventh grade math 
students are working with integers and solving linear equations.  All students should have access to a calculator but 
should show ALL work on assignments!  Lesson plans can be found on Edline, along with a link to the textbook and 
worksheets (for 3

rd
, 4

th
, and 5

th
 period) online.  Second periodôs book is not yet available on line, but CDôs are 

available (they will NOT run on Vista computers) to check out to the students if they wish.  Overall, we are looking 
forward to an excellent year! Questions and comments can be directed to Mrs. Sgiers at ksgiers@kidsroe.org. 

 
Lastly, we wanted to congratulate our first Students of the Month for this school year: 

 
Michelle Smith & Kevin Schultz 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rbonneau@kidsroe.org
mailto:mbutler@kidsroe.org
mailto:ksgiers@kidsroe.org
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8
th

 Grade Eagles & Falcons News 
Eagles - Ms. Drew, Ms. Anderson, Mr. Crawley,  Ms. Hannig,  Ms. Mitchell 
Falcons - Mr. Heilemeier, Ms. Stout, Mr. Rhoades,  Ms. Johnson,  Ms. Nelle 

 
First quarter is well underway and itôs been a great start to the school year.  In math, we have been reviewing order of 
operations.  Students are doing a great job jumping into algebra and solving for variables.    In science, weôre working on 
matter and atomic structure. After the completion of that unit we will be moving into chemistry.  In language arts, the 
students are reading ñThe Outsidersò by S.E. Hinton.  Weôve been reviewing grammar and working on our writing skills.  In 
history we are studying westward expansion and the industrialization of America.  

Reminder, students are working toward their first semester reward which is a movie and pizza.  Also, progress reports are 
sent home every two weeks if requested.  Please, continue to check Edline to monitor your son/daughterôs progress. 

Students of the Month for the Eagles are MacKenzie Frieders and Roman Adams.   For the Falcons, the Students of 
the Month are Joslyn Barajas and Collin Wegener.  We appreciate their enthusiasm and work ethic.  

  

Physical Education News  
Mr. Arendt, Mr. Russell, Ms. Thompson, Ms. Vance 

 
The Physical Education classes are in full swing. We, the P.E. staff, would like to say that we are excited to be back in 
action with these new students. Each of the classes are partaking in three separate units which include soccer, ultimate 
frisbee, and flag football. The weather is warm and the students are eagerly participating in these exciting sports. Some of 
our students that have gone above and beyond the normal participation requirements who deserve a little recognition for 
their efforts are: 

Students of the Month  
6

th
-Cheyenne Sprinkle & Noah Crane 

7
th
- Shannon Sutherland & Robert Lynch 

8
th
- Haley Kuck & Brock Kipper 

 
Keep up the good work!  

 

Life Skills News 
Mr. Arendt, Ms. Vance 

 
The start of the school year is upon us. The weather is great and it seems the students are very excited to be back and 
learning. 

 In 6
th
 Grade Life Skills classes, the students have already dived into learning all about the skeletal and muscular systems. 

In the future, students will be learning more about the body and how it performs. Some of the topics of discussion are the 
nervous system, digestive system, respiratory system, and the cardiovascular/circulatory system. Some students have 
shown great initiative and hard work and were chosen Students of the Month.  These students are Colton Tate and 
Kendra Donahue.  Keep up the great work! 

In 7
th
 Grade Life Skills, the students are taking an in-depth look at themselves. They are searching for their personality 

and what makes them unique. Soon we will be having a talent show, and the students will be learning about friendships 
and decision-making skills.  Students of the Month are Samantha Rodriguez and Austin Smith.  Both of these 

students demonstrate exceptional leadership and always have their work done.  Great work! 

In 8
th
 Grade Life Skills, the students are learning about refusal skills and decision-making strategies against drugs.  They 

are learning about each type of drug and why it is important to stay away from each one. The next unit will cover the 
career education portion of the class.  This means that the students will be getting MARRIED! They will be getting jobs, 
finding a house, getting a car, and groceries for their new family. Students of the Month are two well deserving students.  
They always have their work completed, follow all classroom rules, and are leaders of their class. Congratulations to 
Lauren Smith and Jessica Perry for a superior effort in class! 
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Explore News 
Ms. Beckwell, Ms. Joyce, Ms. Lamz, Mr. Hawkinson, Ms. Shollenberger, Ms. Spanski,  Mr. Nisbet 

 

The Student of the Month for art class is 8
th
 grader, Jesseka Williams.  Jesseka's work is well done and turned in on 

time.  When asked to help with something she is always willing to lend a hand.  Keep up the good work, Jesseka!  
Congratulations.   

The Student of the Month for sewing class is 7
th
 grader, Ben Galvan.  Ben is always prepared and on time for class.  He 

is patient and waits his turn politely. He is eager to get his sewing projects done.  Good job, Ben! 

The Student of the Month for cooking is Anna Montgomery.  Anna is a great student and has a fantastic attitude!  She 
helps out her fellow classmates and does a wonderful job in food preparation and cleaning her kitchen.  Keep up the good 
work, Anna! 

The Student of the Month for industrial arts is Ali Beatty.  She has completed all her assignments on time with excellent 
plans for interesting projects.  She is also making excellent progress on her first project, a drawer. Keep up the standards 
of excellence, Ali! 
 
The Student of the Month for keyboarding is Daniel Benitez.  He works so hard at his keys.  He works on each group of 
keys with the same attention.  He gets many scores each day and that is what moves him ahead.  Great work, Daniel!   
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Washington Educational Tour Planned 
 
Attention 8

TH
 GRADERS!!  Plans have been made for the 2010 Washington Educational Tour.  Eighth grade students 

will have their opportunity to visit our nationôs capital city from February 11-15, 2010.  Our trip to Washington, DC will be 
provided again through Educational Tours, Inc. ET has 40 years of experience in offering school tours. Travel 
accommodations are being provided by motor coach to keep the cost of the trip as low as possible. All fees are included 
in the cost of the trip including transportation, admission to tour stops, hotel room fees, all meals, and a group panoramic 
photo.  The cost of the trip begins at $689.00 (prices may increase, based on the number of participants).  Parents who 
are interested in joining the educational tour are encouraged to register as a participant for the trip as well.  Information 
was sent home with students at the beginning of the school year.  All spaces have currently been filled.  New participants 
will be placed on a waiting list for the trip.  Information is also available online by visiting 
http://washington.smshistory.com.  Should you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Crawley 
at the Middle School (815-786-2138) or by email at rcrawley@sandwich430.org. 
 
 

District Calendars 

Please use the following calendars that can be found at www.sandwich430.org, to help you in scheduling around our 
district's events: 

2009-10 Academic Calendar  (http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_dst.pdf) 
2009-10 Activities Calendar  (http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_act.pdf) 
Gym Use Calendar  (http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0809_gym.pdf)  
Middle School Sports Schedules  (http://www.highschoolsports.net/defaultcal.cfm?schoolid=IL6054835950&spt=-1&lvl=-1&division=-1)

http://washington.smshistory.com/
mailto:rcrawley@sandwich430.org
http://www.sandwich430.org/
http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_dst.pdf
http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_act.pdf
http://www.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0809_gym.pdf
http://www.highschoolsports.net/defaultcal.cfm?schoolid=IL6054835950&spt=-1&lvl=-1&division=-1
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Band News  
Mr. Joel Hawkinson 

The Sandwich Middle School Junior Regiment, which is made up of 6
th
 .,7

th
,8

th
,  grade band students, will be performing in 

two parades and a field competition show this month.  On Sunday, October 18
th
, they will be performing both parade and 

field show at the Sandwich High School Marching Band Invitational.   They will finish their marching season on Sunday, 
October 25

th
 performing at the Sycamore Pumpkin Fest Parade. 

Some of the 7
th
 & 8

th
 grade band students will be auditioning at Sterling High on Saturday, October 17, for the IMEA 

District Festival.  If chosen, they will perform at NIU on Saturday, November 21
st
. 

The 7
th
 & 8

th
 grade

 
 marching band will be participating in the Sandwich High School Homecoming Parade on Friday, 

October 9,  at 4:00 p.m.  

 The 6
th
, 7

th
, 8

th
 Grade Bands and Choirs will be presenting their Fall Concert on Thursday, October 22, at 7:00 p.m.  in 

the Sandwich Middle School gym.  Hope to see you there! 
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CONGRATULATIONS  

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  

8th grade students left to right-  Collin Wegener, 
Roman Adams, Jesseka Williams,                  
Mackenzie Frieders, Jessica Perry, Ali Beatty,     
Haley Kuck, Lauren Smith, Brock Kipper,            
Joslyn Barajas    

 

 

7th Grade Students left to right-  Austin Smith,   
Michelle Smith, Shannon Sutherland, Kevin Schultz, 
Cody Wrobel, Samantha Rodriquez,                         
Annie Montgomery, Ben Galvan 

6th Grade Students left to right-  Colton Tate,  
Maggie Clemmons, Noah Crane, Kendra Donahue, 
Cheyenne Sprinkle, Brock Delphey, Sydney McHale, 
5Ω!ƴŘǊŜ wŀƳƻǎ 
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BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR 

 SPORTS SIGN-UPS AND TRY-OUTS 

 

BASKETBALL-   

6
th
 Grade Boys Basketball sign-ups to be announced. * 

7
th
 & 8

th
 Grade Boys Basketball try-outs, October 14

TH
 & 15

TH
 .   

 
 

 

CHEERLEADING- 

7
th
 & 8

th
 Grade try-outs, October 13

TH
 , 14

TH
 , and 15

TH
 .  (All girls must be present at all try-outs and practices.) 

 

POMS- 

6
th
, 7

th
, & 8

th
   grade sign ups, October 14

TH
 , 15

TH
 , and 16

TH
 .  The first practice will be October 19

TH
 , Monday.* 

*   There are no try-outs for 6
th

 graders or Poms.  
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PARENT TIPS:  

 INFLUENCING STUDENT SUCCESS  

 

Students with better study skills and homework strategies learn more effectively and perform better on assessments.  
Parents can help their children be successful by supporting their efforts at home.  Here are a few tips parents may choose 
to consider. 

General Homework: 

¶ Make sure your child has a quiet, well-lit place to do homework. 
o Avoid having your child do homework where distractions are possible. 

¶ Make sure the materials your child needs are available.   
o These materials would include paper, pencils, a dictionary, etc. 
o Ask your child about special projects, or check lesson plans on the schoolôs website.  This way you can 

get the necessary materials in advance. 

¶ Be positive about homework. 
o Tell your child how important school is.  The attitude you express will be the attitude your child adopts. 

¶ Help your child manage his or her time. 
o Establish a set time each day for completing homework.  Do not let your child leave homework until just 

before bedtime.   
o Check for homework on Friday, and do a little at a time throughout the weekend. 

¶ When your child asks for help, provide guidance not answers. 
o Giving your child answers means he or she is not learning the material.  Too much help can prevent your 

child from developing independent learning skills.  

¶ Watch your child for signs of frustration. 
o Allow your child to take short breaks if he or she is having trouble staying on task. 
o Clarify the assignment with your child by having him or her tell you what is expected. 

¶ Reward progress in homework. 
o Celebrate positive efforts with a special event, such as pizza, a bicycle ride, or allowing a friend to sleep 

over. 
 

Reading Homework 

¶ Have your child read aloud to you every night. 

¶ Choose a quiet place, free from distractions, for you child to do his or her nightly reading. 

¶ When your child reads aloud and makes a mistake, point out the word that he or she missed and help your child 
read the word correctly. 

¶ After your child has corrected a word he or she has read, have your child go back and reread the entire sentence 
to make sure your child understands what the sentence is saying. 

¶ Ask your child to tell you in his or her own words about the story. 
 

Math Homework 

¶ Check with your child daily about his homework. 

¶ If you do not understand your childôs math assignment, engage in frequent communication with his or her teacher. 

¶ The math texts used at Sandwich Middle School provide an online tutorial program.  You and your student can 
access the tutorial from the school Website, and it will walk you through the problem. 

¶ Encourage your child that he or she can do math by demonstrating how we use math in daily life, i.e. balancing 
your checkbook, measuring when cooking, or calculating the cost of a sale item, etc. 
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FREE/REDUCED LUNCH INFORMATION 

 

   The carry over period for students who were receiving free/reduced lunch 

for the 2008-09 school year will be until October 6, 2009.  If you havenôt 

turned in your new 2009-10 applications for this school year, your child 

        will automatically be put on paid lunch as of October 7, 2009.  Free/reduced 

       lunch applications for the 2009-2010 school year are available in the office 

                      of each school or on the Sandwich School District website at www.sandwich430.org. 

                                If you have any questions contact 815-786-2187. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandwich430.org/
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RED RIBBON WEEK 
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Nurse News 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

In regards to H1N1, please be advised that the District will continue to work with the ROEôs office and the Department of Health for any and all updates 
pertaining to our District.  As of todayôs date, there have been no reports of H1N1 symptoms pertaining to the District. 

In an effort to continue educating our learning community, please find the following resources, practices and information helpful regarding H1N1.  Should 
you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your school nurse. 

You may research various Health Department updates at: 

DeKalb County   http://www.dekalbcountyhealthdepartment.org/ 

Kendall County  http://www.co.kendall.il.us/health.htm 

LaSalle County  http://www.hospitalsoup.com/listing/12026-lasalle-county-health-department  (click on ñView Websiteò) 

Illinois Department of Public Health http://www.idph.state.il.us/ 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) www.cdc.gov 

 

Please Practice Good Hygiene 
 
The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like covering your cough and washing your hands 
often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat and 
prevent the flu.  
 
Avoid close contact.  
 
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from getting sick too.  
 
Stay home when you are sick.  
 
If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. You will help prevent others from catching your illness.  
 
Cover your mouth and nose.  
 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around you from getting sick.  
 
Clean your hands.  
 
Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs.  
 
Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.  
 
Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth.  
 
Practice other good health habits.  
 
Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food.  
 
Sandwich School District is committed to school safety and preventing the spread of germs. All classrooms within the district contain a wall-mounted 
hand sanitizing system. Units are checked daily and refilled when needed; and desks, door knobs, handles, tables, locker rooms, drinking fountains, 
restrooms, etc. are sanitized throughout the day and each night.  As a reminder, when calling the school to report a student illness, the Health 
Department has asked for parents to be specific regarding symptoms.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Colleen Meyer, Nurse  
815-786-2138 

 

http://www.dekalbcountyhealthdepartment.org/
http://www.co.kendall.il.us/health.htm
http://www.hospitalsoup.com/listing/12026-lasalle-county-health-department
http://www.idph.state.il.us/
http://www.cdc.gov/
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