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Welcome Back to Sandwich Middle School

We are off to a great start here in the Sandwich Middle School Office thanks to the
cooperation of many families who had registration materials turned in before school
started — and the patience of those who are new to district and had to register and start
in a new school, answer our many questions and fill out form, after form, after form.

A reminder at this time, students should be in classrooms and seated by 8:00 a.m. Any
student arriving to school after that time must sign in at the office. The student will then
get a pass to class. The student handbook explains the excused/unexcused tardy
policy. Absences must be called in preferably by 9:00 a.m. If your student needs to
leave early, please call ahead of time and a pass will be provided for release from class.
Student may then sign out in the office to leave and meet parent in front of school. By
handling it this way, parents do not need to come in for their student. If the person
picking up student is changed from the time school is called and the time student is
picked up, the school must be notified and that person must come in and show proof of
identification. Students attending appointments during the school day are asked to
provide an excuse from the care provider for their school attendance record upon their
return.

We are happy to take messages from parents during the school day for students
regarding after school arrangements, transportation changes, etc., and ask that you call
before 2:30 p.m. We cannot guarantee that a message will be delivered after 2:30 p.m.
because of the flurry of activity in the office at that time of day. Also, please remind
your students to check the message board (it is the white board in the cafeteria) for
his/her name. If their name is on it, the student has information that needs to picked up
in the office.

We are here to help you and your student and are looking forward to a fantastic,
enjoyable school year.

Sincerely,

Mrs. McCaslin & Mrs. Simpson



6" Grade Brain Factory & West Wing News

Ms Mavec, Ms. Brignon, Mr. Polera, Mr. Behringer, Ms. Strothman
Ms. Tripp, Ms. Hessenberger, Ms. Shimp, Ms. Shook, Ms. Maier

Red slips are given for misbehaviors. The slips for your student will be recorded with his/her behavior homeroom teacher.
Students may receive slips from any teacher. For example, if he/she receives a red slip in math and two in language arts,
he/she will have a total of three red slips. If given, they will be given to the student or stapled into the student’s learning
log (planner). The slip will indicate the reason for receiving the slip and the teacher’s signature.

How to earn red slips:
o Coming late to class.

Coming to class unprepared. (no pen/pencil, homework, book, etc.)
Minor disrespect to staff. (talking back)

Inappropriate behavior in class, hallways, or restroom.

Improper language.

Being in restricted areas of the building.

Using vending machines without permission.

Violating classroom or school rules. (see handbook)

O O 0O o0 o oo

Consequences of red slips:
o 1%to 4" slips: signed and recorded.

o 5" slip: parent contact via detention slip. Detention for 30 minutes.

o 10" slip: Parent contact via detention slip. Detention for 45 minutes

o 15" slip and every 5 slips accumulated after the 15", Referral to assistance principal and parent contact
via 45 minute detention.

Please keep in mind that individual teachers may not be aware of how many slips a student has accumulated. Slips are
not counted everyday and usually only the homeroom teacher
knows the number of red slips a student has received.

Besides red slips from teachers, a student may be sent to the Assistant Principal:
o Accumulation of 15 or more red slips.

Cutting class or lunch.

Harassment of any kind.

Fighting or throwing objects.

Uncooperative behavior for any substitute or teaching assistant.
Failure to serve teacher detention.

Repeated violation of misbehavior listed above or in the handbook.
Major disturbance or disrespect.

Deliberate damage to school property and/or equipment.

Teacher recommendation.

O O 0O O O o o oo

Students may earn positive slips for positive behaviors. Students can earn slips by helping staff, helping another student
voluntarily, following classroom rules, etc. Slips may also be given at teacher’s discretion. The student’s slip will be put

into a regular drawing in the classroom he/she received the slip. Incentives are dependent on the teacher




6" Grade West Wing News

Ms. Tripp, Ms. Hessenberger, Ms. Shimp, Ms. Shook, Ms. Maier

The teachers of the West Wing would like to welcome students and parents to sixth grade. We had great attendance to
the Orientation Night so we know that we have some excited students and involved parents this year. Please feel free to
contact any teacher either via phone, note or email anytime throughout the year if you have any questions or concerns.

Does every parent have their edline codes? Have you made passwords to access the math book online? If you need any
help with those, please contact Mrs. Spanski about edline or Mrs. Tripp about the math.

Now on to the news from each core class....In math the students are starting the year off with place value of both whole
numbers and decimals. The students say “this is SO last year!” Oh my! They remember something from 5" grade—how
exciting!! Expect math homework nightly, except on Fridays. In Language Arts students are receiving a brief overview of
informational and literary comprehension skills. They are also beginning to utilize strategies that will aid them in their
comprehension and writing skills throughout the year—and they will use them ALL year! In social studies, the year was
started with a unit called “Why Study Social Studies?” What a great question! Wonder if Mrs. Shimp’s students can
answer that now? Next they will be moving onto the first chapter in the book dealing with regions. The first project they
will be doing is the “Create a Culture” during their map unit. Then onto learning about Early People. The science classes
started the school year with measurement. The students are learning how to use a metric ruler, electronic scales, and
graduated cylinders. They are learning how to measure mass, volume, density, and length. To apply what they have
learned they are growing dinosaurs for a week using the measurement skills. Then it is on to graphing, where they will
apply the skills to an M&M activity.



7" Grade Hawks & Bulldogs News

Mr. Horton, Mr.Maloney, Ms. Gray, Ms. Kummer, Mr. Werthmann,
Ms. Sgiers, Ms. Duvick, Mr. Butler, Ms. Gregory, Ms. Bonneau

Seventh Grade Rules and Conseguences Policy August 2009

We welcome all back to a successful new year of learning. To help in our goal of providing a sound learning environment, we will
expect your student to follow the rules below and be aware of the consequences if they choose to do otherwise. Please read
thoroughly, then sign, and return to your student’s teacher.

Rules: Consequences:

1) Follow directions the first time they are given. 1) Verbal warning

2) Listen respectfully when others are speaking. 2) Teacher detention with parent contact

3) Work in class without disturbing others. 3) Meet with full team/team detention with parent

4) Respect others’ rights, feelings, and property. contact

5) Conduct yourself in a manner that promotes 4) Send to Mr. Gipe for further intervention
safety for all. (A severe consequence is immediate removal

and sends to Mr. Gipe.)

Rewards: May include but are not limited to: Student of the Month, homework pass, verbal praise, movies at the end of the quarter,
attendance on the end of the year recognition field trip, ect.

Tardy Policy: Tardies are counted by class not as a team. After three tardies to one class, the student will receive a detention. After
three more tardies (total of six) in the same class, the student will receive another detention. After three more tardies (total of nine) in
one class, the student will be referred to Mr. Gipe for further intervention.

Food and Drinks: Carbonated drinks and energy drinks are not allowed in the classrooms. Only water or other beverages contained in
a capped plastic bottle. Please do not keep open cans of liquid in the lockers.

Edline and Internet:

All students’ grades are sent to edline.net. You should have an access code to find your child’s scores. These should be updated
frequently and will give you a chance to monitor the progress of your child. There is also other information on upcoming projects,
calendars, worksheets, ect. That can be pulled from the Edline site. Teachers can also be contacted by email if you have direct
concerns and do not wish the play “phone tag.”

Hawks Bulldogs
Mr. Horton thorton@kidsroe.org Mrs. Sgiers ksgiers@kidsroe.org
Ms. Gray grays@kidsroe.org Mr. Butler mbutler@kidsroe.org
Mrs. Kummer akummer@kidsroe.org Mrs. Gregory jgregory@kidsroe.org
Mr. Maloney rmaloney@kidsroe.org Mrs. Duvick jduvick@kidsroe.org
Mr. Werthmann mwerthma@kidsroe.org Mrs. Bonneau rbonneau@kidsroe.org

Learning Logs:

We have found that the learning log is the BEST form of home/school communication, if used correctly. Please check it daily for
assigned work and teacher’'s comments. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact the school. Our team will be
available from 1:25-3:20 daily to talk on the phone or have you come in for a conference. If you would like further information about
Sandwich Middle School or the district, you may go to www.Sandwich430.org.

As a team, we will also be giving your student progress reports to bring home every two weeks. Please sign the front
page and have your student return it as soon as possible. Hawks may simply email Mrs. Kummer to notify that you have
seen the progress report or saw the grades on Edline.



8" Grade Eagles & Falcons News

Eagles - Ms. Drew, Ms. Anderson, Mr. Crawley,. Mannig, Ms. Mitchell
Falcons - Mr. Heilemeier, Ms. Stout, Mr. Rhoad&%s. Johnson, Ms. Nelle
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Physical Education & Life Skills News

Mr. Arendt, Mr. Russell, Ms. Thompson, Ms. Vance

Welcome to yet another exciting school year. We, as the Physical Education and Life Skills Departments, are looking
forward to a productive and fun year of participation and learning. In P.E., we are very excited to start up our three first
units which include soccer, flag football, and ultimate frisbee. Each student will be assigned a lock and locker. They will be
individually responsible for this lock and locker throughout the whole school year. We strongly urge students to take pride
in being responsible for this lock and locker. Each student is required to wear a black or orange T-shirt and athletic
shorts/sweats. In Life Skills, students will be jumping right into organizational skills practice and nutrition units. We are
very excited to get back into the “swing” of things this year.

Please feel free to contact us, via email or by phone @ 815-786-2138, at any time with any questions or concerns that
may arrive.

Sincerely,
The P.E. Staff

Karen Thompson- 6"-8" Physical Education

Rob Russell- 6"-8" Physical Education
Jeri Vance- 6" Physical Education & 7"/8" Life Skills
Dan Arendt- 7" 8" Physical Education & 6" Life Skills

EXPLORE

Ms. Beckwell, Ms. Joyce, Ms. Lamz, Mr. Hawkinson, Ms. Shollenberger, Ms. Spanski, Mr. Nisbet

The Explore Classes — Industrial Arts, Music, Cooking, Sewing. Keyboardin g and Art would like to welcome all the
students back to the 2009-2010 school year. We have finished the introductions to classes, and talked about what they
will be learning in class. We have also gone over the rules of the classroom. We are now looking forward to moving on
with the actual activities the students will be doing and exploring in class.
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District Calendars

Please use the following calendars that can be found at www.sandwich430.0rg, to help you in scheduling
around our district's events:

2009-10 Academic Calendar (http://mww.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_dst.pdf)

2009-10 Activities Calendar (http://iww.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0910_act.pdf)

Gym Use Calendar (http:/imww.www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/calendars/0809_gym.pdf)

Middle School Sports Schedules (http:/mww.highschoolsports.net/defaultcal.cfm?schoolid=IL6054835950&spt=-1&IvI=-1&division=-1)

PEER MEDIATION for 2009-2010

Mediation is one of three strategies of conflict resolution: mediation, negotiation, and group problem solving.
Mediation is a communication process in which individuals with a problem work together, assisted by a neutral third party,
to solve the problem. The mediator is the neutral third party who facilities the problem solving process and helps the
disputants negotiate in agreement. In the mediation process, the mediator creates and maintains an environment that
fosters mutual problem solving.

During the mediation, the disputing parties listen to each other’s point of view, identify interests contributing to the
conflict, and create options that address the interests of both of them, evaluate these options according to objective
criteria, and create an agreement.

Although the mediator is responsible for controlling the process, the disputants control the outcome. Participation
in mediation is voluntary, and the mediator does not judge, does not impose a decision, or force a solution. The power of
mediation lies in the recognition that:

Conflicts cannot actually be resolved if the disputants themselves do not choose to do so.

Disputants are the best judges of what will resolve the conflict.

Disputants are more likely to execute an agreement if they possess authorship of it.
In short, the disputants are responsible for creating a solution: the mediator is responsible for helping them work together
to do so.

Students can often fill the role of mediator and help resolve disputes among peers. Such disputes commonly
involve jealousies, rumors, misunderstandings, bullying, fighting, misuse of personal property, and the ending of a
friendship.

This year our peer mediators at Sandwich Middle School are: Zoe White, Collin Wegener, Cayman Joseph, Shannen
Sutherland, Anna Gipe, Nicole Arnold, Ali Beatty, Emily Niles, Ryan Pfaff, Shannon McKenney, Kris Tannenbaum, Dalton
Bray, and Tori Gregory.

Organizational meetings will be held on Tuesdays during homeroom, so please do not mark these students absent. | will
take attendance and report any absences to the office.
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Market Day News
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Library Resource Center News

Ms. Butler

September News

from the LRC

Here we are — back again —
and ready for a great school year!

The LRC will host its annual SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRt his month . The dates are Monday, September
28th - thru - Friday, October 2 " The hours are 7:30-4:00 each day . Everyone is invited — just stop by the office and
get a visitor pass. Students will have lots of opportunities to come during the school day.

Next newsletter | will fill you in on more about the things going on in the LRC but in the meantime if you have any
guestions — please call me here at school or send me an Email. My address is bbutler@kidsroe.org

00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000090 900
Author SPOT rickriordan.com
Check out Rick Riordan, author of the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series. The first book, The
Lightning Thief, and the four sequels take readers into a mix of mythology, action and the everyday
life of Percy Jackson — a middle school student. The Lightning Thief has been made into a movie
that is scheduled for release in February 2010.

2010 Washington Educational Tour Planned

Attention 8 " GRADERS!! Plans have been made for the 2010 Washington Educational Tour. g™ grade students will
have their opportunity to visit our nation’s capital city from EFebruary 11-15, 2010. Our trip to Washington, DC, will be
provided again through Educational Tours, Inc. ET has 40 years of experience in offering school tours. Travel
accommodations are being provided by motor coach to keep the cost of the trip as low as possible. All fees are included
in the cost of the trip including transportation, admission to tour stops, hotel room fees, all meals, and a group panoramic
photo. The cost of the trip begins at $689.00 (prices may increase, based on the number of participants). Parents who
are interested in joining the educational tour are encouraged to register as a participant for the trip as well. Information
was sent home with students at the beginning of the school year and SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE ! Information is also
available online by visiting http://washington.smshistory.com . Should you have any additional questions, please feel
free to contact Mr. Crawley at the middle school (815-786-2138) or by email at rcrawley@sandwich430.0rg

~10 ~
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2009 Springfield Educational Tour for 7 " Graders

We are pleased to offer an educational tour to Springfield, Illinois  for the 7" grade students of Sandwich Middle
School on Saturday, October 17, 2009 . The tour has been prepared for us by Educational Tours, Inc. , an insured
agency specializing in student group tours with over 40 years of experience .

Our trip will include the following requested sites:
New State Capitol - Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum
Lincoln’s Home and Neighborhood - Lincoln’s Tomb & Memorials
Executive Mansion

The cost of the tour is $90.00 per student and $100.00 per adult (plus any additional fuel surcharges imposed by the bus
companies). NOTE: Adult price is $10.00 more to cover admission to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum.
This cost includes: transportation, all sightseeing, lunch, dinner, chaperones, insurance ($5,000 life, $1,500 illness, $5,000
accident and $750 dental), taxes and tips. Lunch and dinner will be provided as part of the tour cost.

Students received information about this tour from their 7™ grade history teacher. If you are interested in having your child
participate in this exciting tour, please visit http://springfield.smshistory.com/ ___ to print a participant application. Payment
must be received no later than Friday, September 11 , 2009. Note: As a limited amount of bus space has been
reserved, applications will be accepted on a first come basis. If you have any questions concerning the tour, you can
contact Mr. Crawley via e-mail at rcrawley@kidsroe.org or at the middle school (815-786-2138). You may also call
Educational Tours, Inc., Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at 847-509-0088 or visit ET's website at
www.EducationalTours.com.

Band & Choir News

Mr. Joel Hawkinson, Ms. Shollenberger
BAND

The Sandwich Middle School Junior Regiment which is made up of 6", 7" and 8" grade band students, started
practice on August 25". They are preparing for two parades this month. On Sunday, September 20" they will
be traveling to Dwight for the Harvest Days Parade and Competition . On Saturday, September 26", they
will be marching in the Sandwich Sesquicentennial Parade. We welcome all parents and students to come
out and support the Sandwich Middle School Junior Regiment at one, or both of these performances.

The 6™ Grade Band is just beginning to prepare for their first concert of the year on October 22 in the SMS
gym.

The 7/8"™ Grade Band is preparing for both the SHS Homecoming Parade on October 9" and the Fall Concert
on October 22™.

CHOIR

The Sandwich Middle School Choirs are off to a running start and have already been practicing music for the
fall concert! The enrollment for both choirs has increased since the beginning of the school year.

The 6™ grade chorus members are learning about the structure of the major scale and will soon be singing two-
part harmonies.

The 7™ & 8™ grade chorus members will be working on singing in different style and developing their own
unigue voices.

~11 ~
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Ms. Shollenberger is very excited about the year to come.

Rick Schmitt, Superintendent of Schools “Our mission is to provide opportuniti
720 South Wells Street for our youth to develop educatily,
Sandwich, lllinois 60548 emotionally, physically, ansocially
Phone 815.786.2187 to the fullesttbéir ability.....

Fax 815.786.6229
www.sandwich430.org
sandschl@kidsroe.org

August 21, 2009
Dear Parents/Guardians:

In regards to HIN1, please be advised that the District will continue to work with the ROE’s office and the Department of
Health for any and all updates pertaining to our District. As of today’s date, there have been no reports of HIN1
symptoms pertaining to the District.

In an effort to continue educating our learning community, please find the following resources, practices and information
helpful regarding HLN1. Should you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your school nurse.

You may research various Health Department updates at:

DeKalb County http://www.dekalbcountyhealthdepartment.org/

Kendall County http://www.co.kendall.il.us/health.htm

LaSalle County http://www.hospitalsoup.com/listing/12026-lasalle-county-health-department (click on “View Website”)
lllinois Department of Public Health http://www.idph.state.il.us/

Center for Disease Control (CDC) www.cdc.gov

~12 ~
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Please Practice Good Hygiene
The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like covering your
cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu.
There also are flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat and prevent the flu.

Avoid close contact.

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from
getting sick too.

Stay home when you are sick.

If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. You will help prevent others from catching your
illness.

Cover your mouth and nose.

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around you from getting sick.
Clean your hands.

Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and then touches his or her
eyes, nose, or mouth.

Practice other good health habits.

Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food.

Sandwich School District is committed to school safety and preventing the spread of germs. All classrooms within the
district contain a wall-mounted hand sanitizing system. Units are checked daily and refilled when needed; and desks, door
knobs, handles, tables, locker rooms, drinking fountains, restrooms, etc. are sanitized throughout the day and each night.
As a reminder, when calling the school to report a student illness, the Health Department has asked for parents to be
specific regarding symptoms.

Sincerely,

Colleen Meyer, Nurse
815-786-2138

~13 ~
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