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Woodbury Vision Statement: Woodbury School is an active family learning environment where 

children are encouraged to grow socially, physically, intellectually, and emotionally while always 

striving for academic excellence.  Our children will feel safe, respected, supported, and challenged 

to become life long learners.   

District Web Site www.sandwich430.org
And now a word from our principal … Dr. DeCorte—  
 
February is going to be a very exciting month for us at Woodbury.  This first week 

our Big Trip to Chicago Symphony Orchestra is happening on Friday, February 3rd.  

We are leaving school at 8:00AM sharp, so please be on time or early.  Children will 

go right to their classroom, rather than the playground or LC. Remember everyone 

is supposed to bring a bag lunch that we will eat on the way home from downtown.  

Children have been listening to music and doing lots of activities to prepare for this 

wonderful experience, we even practiced how to sit during the performance.   We 

will be hearing music by Stravinsky, Pulcinella Suite, and seeing the Lookingglass 

Theatre Company perform.  I think most of the children can tell you the story line 

for the music if you ask them.  There are plenty of adults/parents going with us so 

we will be well taken care of.   

 

Another exciting thing happening here at Woodbury is the performance of our 

school play.  This year 42 students signed up to be in the play.  That is about 25% of 

our students.  We have been practicing our lines and songs since October.  We are 

performing School House Rock this year, it is taking lots of work!  I want to thank 

the teachers and parents who have been the weekly coaches, helping children with 

songs, lines, and steps.  We could not do school plays without the teachers and 

parents volunteering to help with this huge project.  Mrs. C Hartmen, Mrs. Mathis, 

Mrs. Reilly, Mrs. Pescitelli, Mrs. Heinekamp, Mrs. Morgan, Mrs. Knepper, and Mrs. 

Cryer---thank you---you know the play can’t happen without you!  The Woodbury 

Players will be performing their play for all Woodbury Students and families on 

Thursday, Feb. 9th.  The performances will be sold out. 

 



On Monday, February 13th Woodbury will be having the “Quality Assurance 

Review”, by a team of five educators from throughout the state.  We have completed 

our Artifact Management Tool, Executive Summary, and Self Assessment.  All of 

these are available for our community to review here at school.  Please let me know 

if you would like to see them.   The QAR will be interviewing Woodbury Community 

members during their visit, if you would like to participate please give me a call.  

We are excited to be able to share our learning community with the AdvancEd team 

and look forward to their visit and any recommendations they make for 

improvement.   

 

Parent/Teacher conferences will also be happening for those of you that sign up for 

conferences on Feb. 17th.  No school for Presidents Day on Feb. 20th.    Each 

classroom teacher sends home a weekly class note where all the special classroom 

activities are mentioned, so make sure your child shares those notes with you 

weekly.   

 
EMERGENCY PLANS 

 

You will often hear us say something about how every family needs to have an emergency plan 

and it has come to my attention that perhaps we need to be clearer about what an emergency plan 

entails when you have young children that need to picked up from school.   

 

Although it doesn’t happen often, every once in a while the school district has to close early or a 

snow storm starts an hour before school is dismissing or some other reason makes you unable to 

make it to school by dismissal time.  Most of our students love coming to school but they get 

concerned when they are left at school and everyone else has gone.  Children need to feel secure 

that you have made plans for them in case of emergencies.    

 

Making sure that you have someone close to town that can pick up your child and care for them 

until you get there is important.  This is one of the best reasons for getting to know your 

neighbors and making friends in the neighborhood.  If you have relatives that are close by of 

course that is great but many families don’t have that, so making friends with neighbors is a good 

start at having an emergency plan in place.  If you can’t arrange a trading situation with some 

family maybe you can arrange to pay someone to pick up your children if you can’t arrive at 

school by dismissal time.   

For younger children that walk home from school they need to know what to do if they get home 

and there isn’t an adult at home, do they know what neighbor’s door they should go knock on?   

Please give your emergency plan some thought today.      

 

Traffic at Woodbury 
 

Families who are dropping off their students in the morning are asked to drop off 

students on 2nd Street, south of the playground.  There is always an adult at the 

playground door to let students in that door beginning at 8:45.  Even if your 



student is planning on going to the Learning Center or Gym, we ask that they be 

dropped off from 2nd Street, on the north side of the street so that your child 

does not need to cross the street in front of moving cars.   

 

Students who are picked-up after school always leave from the playground, while 

walkers leave from the north/west door of the building.  If you plan on staying for 

more than the time it takes you to drop off your students we ask that you find a 

parking spot on one of the surrounding streets and park your car.  Buses and those 

parking are the only vehicles that should be driving on 3rd Street.  These 

procedures have not been put in place to inconvenience anyone but because we are 

very concerned about the street safety of the students.     

 

Although I considered not using the cones any longer in front of the building to 

stop traffic because so many people were ignoring them our local police directed 

me to keep the cones out for drop-off and pick-up times at the beginning and 

ending of the school day.  On several occasions cars have come very close to hitting 

those putting the cones on the street.   

 

Even while the cones are out parents keep driving up and down the street, pulling 

up in front of the building, and dropping students off on the north side of the 

street.   Please use the playground drop off for all students not using buses.  

Families that keep using Lafayette and Washington to drop off their students are 

often causing unsafe conditions for the students and other cars.   

 

Pulling up on walk ways, dropping off on the wrong side of the street, and blocking 

traffic are all situations that cause problems.  Walkers also need to stay on 

sidewalks and cross the streets properly at corners so that cars and buses can see 

you.  The school buses have to make wide turns to get around the corners and have 

great difficulty seeing walkers that are in the wrong places.  I know that every 

parent here wants their child and their child’s classmates to be safe.  A few years 

ago two of our students were actually hit by a car before school as the children 

ran into the street.  We will continue to work with all the students, talking about 

street safety but we also need the parents to slow down, plan on it taking the 

needed time to drop off and pick up your child and not be the cause of unsafe 

conditions around the school building.   I have great confidence that we can be a 

Kid Safe School and know that you all will help keep our children safe.   

 



All of us can use more walking and there is plenty of parking available on the 

streets surrounding Woodbury.  Please park your car and walk to school.  It’s good 

for everyone!  Thank you! 
 

 

Kindergarten Registration 

 

The Sandwich School District will be holding Kindergarten Registration for the 

2012-2013 school year the week of February 27th  - March 2nd from 9:00 a.m. – 

3:30 p.m. daily.  Registration forms are also available on www.sandwich430.org 

that can be filled out prior to coming in.   If your child will be 5 years old on or 

before September 1, 2012, he/she is eligible for Kindergarten.   

 

This registration is to determine the approximate enrollment for 2012 school year.  

Please bring with you a state issued birth certificate and three forms of proof of 

residency.  No payment is required at this time.  All students registered on these 

dates will be invited to a special Kindergarten orientation to be held in the spring. 

If you are unsure which elementary building your child will attend, please contact 

one of the following schools: Woodbury (815)786-6316, Prairie View (815)786-

8811 or Haskin at (815)786-8812. 

 

Emergency Contacts 
 

If you or your child’s emergency contacts have changed jobs, home or cell phone numbers, addresses, or email address, 

please contact the office so that we can update your information.  If your child is sick or there is any other reason for us to 

contact you, it is important that we have the correct information.   
 

HELP WATCH OVER WWW 
It’s winter and so the playground doesn’t get used (or vandalized) after school hours as 
much as during the rest of the year but I wanted to remind parents how much it helps for 
you to pass the school building and just check to see that everything is safe whenever you 
pass near Woodbury.   I think having the school community act as a neighborhood watch has 
made it less likely to have vandals active here at Woodbury, thank you for your help.   

 
 
 

 

 

Substitute Teaching Assistants Needed 
 

http://www.sandwich430.org/


Are you interested in becoming a substitute paraprofessional (teaching 
assistant)?  If so, the District is now accepting applications.  
Paraprofessionals in Sandwich #430 are required to have a State/NCLB 
approved paraprofessional certificate which includes: (high school 
diploma or equivalent AND either 60 semester hours from a regionally 
accredited institution of higher education OR a passing score of 460 on 
the ETS ParaPro assessment) and fingerprinting/criminal background 
check.   
 
Depending on the school and assignment, substitute paraprofessionals 
mainly work with special needs’ students and fulfill supervisory duties 
in the morning, at lunch and after school.  If you would like more 
information on how to become a substitute paraprofessional; including 
the cost of and scheduling a time to take the online ETS assessment, 
please contact Ms. Stricklin at 815-786-8811.  Applications are located at 
http://www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/hiring/app_ncert.pdf.   

Completed applications must be sent to Central Office (720 S. Wells St.) or 
emailed to lsondger@kidsroe.org 

 
February is National Children’s Dental Health Month 

 

Remember: 

• Brush and floss your teeth every day 

• Eat nutritious foods 

• Choose healthy snacks and drinks 

• Visit your dentist regularly 

• Make mouth guards a part of any sport activity 

 

The state of Illinois requires all children enrolled in Kindergarten, 2
nd

, and 6
th
 grades  not 

meeting this requirement will have their final report card held.  Any questions, please 

contact your school nurse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We found a good “Parents’ Guide to Student Success” by the National PTA –

everychild.onevoice for each grade based on the new Common Core State Standards in schools.  

www.pta.org/4446.htm  

http://www.sandwich430.org/viewer.html?district/hiring/app_ncert.pdf
http://www.pta.org/4446.htm


Parents' Guide to Student Success 

 

The Parents’ Guide to Student Success (listed below in English and Spanish) was 

developed in response to the Common Core State Standards in English language 

arts and mathematics that more than 40 states have adopted. (To find out if your 

state has adopted the standards, visit CoreStandards.org/In-The-States.) Created by 

teachers, parents, education experts, and others from across the country, the 

standards provide clear, consistent expectations for what students should be 

learning at each grade in order to be prepared for college and career.       

National PTA
®
 created the guides for grades K-8 and two for grades 9-12 (one for 

English language arts/literacy and one for mathematics). 

The Guide includes: 

 Key items that children should be learning in English language arts and 

mathematics in each grade, once the standards are fully implemented.  

 Activities that parents can do at home to support their child's learning.  

 Methods for helping parents build stronger relationships with their child's 

teacher.   

 Tips for planning for college and career (high school only). 

Implementation of the Common Core Standards is in its early stages. It is likely 

that they are not currently in place in your school or school district. Each state is 

working on developing its own timeline and plans to implement the standards. To 

find out more about your state's plans to adopt or implement the standards, please 

contact your state education agency. 

PTAs can play a pivotal role in how the standards are put in place at the state and 

district levels. PTA
®
 leaders are encouraged to meet with their school, district, 

and/or state administrators to discuss their plans to implement the standards and 

how their PTA can support that work. The goal is that PTAs and education 

administrators will collaborate on how to share the guides with all of the parents 

http://www.pta.org/common_core_state_standards.asp
http://www.corestandards.org/in-the-states
http://www.pta.org/4474.htm


and caregivers in their states or communities, once the standards are fully 

implemented. Ultimately, the aim is for the Guide to be a tool for parents to build 

relationships with their children's teachers once the standards are fully in place. 

 

RAGING WAVES 

 

We are not recommending that anyone buy tickets but one of our Woodbury families asked us 

to share this with everyone so we will register our school and give you the information about the 

program.  If you want to get the free pass for your child you will need to fill out the fitness form 

and return it to school.  https://tickets.ragingwaves.com/signups/affiliates.asp?type=2&vid=2 

 

Parents you need to go to the web page listed below and click on the Fitness Log print it out log your 

hours and return it to school. 

 

Welcome to the 2012 Plunge into Fitness Program 

Children Kindergarten through 8th grade are invited to Plunge into Fitness this spring as Raging Waves Waterpark joins the battle 

against childhood obesity. The fitness initiative runs March 5 through April 30, and each child completing the program requirements 
during this seven-week period will receive a free Raging Waves full day admission pass. 

The Plunge into fitness program requires a minimum of 30 minutes of exercise each day, which totals 25 hours for the seven week 

period. Any activity that increases heart rate qualifies including: walking, running, biking, playing team sports, skateboarding, 

swimming, jumping rope and hopscotch. For the duration of the program, each child will complete a fitness log provided by Raging 

Waves. Once complete, a parent will sign it and the child will turn it into his or her teacher by April 30th. All children kindergarten 

through 8th grade, including homeschoolers, are encouraged to join this program and earn a free Raging Waves full-day admission 
pass. 

Teachers, click on this link to register: 
https://tickets.ragingwaves.com/signups/affiliates.asp?type=2&vid=2 

Download Fitness Log here 
Download Plunge into Fitness poster here 

In Spanish: 

Download Fitness log here (Spanish) 

Download Plunge into Fitness poster here (Spanish) 

Thank you for encouraging your students to Plunge into Fitness! 
  

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://tickets.ragingwaves.com/signups/affiliates.asp?type=2&vid=2
https://tickets.ragingwaves.com/signups/affiliates.asp?type=2&vid=2
http://www.ragingwaves.com/pdf/2012Fitness-Log.pdf
http://www.ragingwaves.com/pdf/2012Plunge-into-Finess-Poster.pdf
http://www.ragingwaves.com/pdf/2012Fitness-Log-spn.pdf
http://www.ragingwaves.com/pdf/2012Plunge-into-Finess-Poster-spn.pdf


 
February, 2012   
 

 

Dear Parents & Friends of Sandwich Schools: 

 

In 1994, the Sandwich C.U.S.D. #430 Foundation for Educational Excellence was formed.  

The purpose of the Foundation has been to support, promote, supplement, and enrich the 

educational programs and activities of students; and to develop links with businesses and civic 

organizations.  Since 1994, the Foundation has carried out its mission extremely well.  Due to the 

efforts of the Foundation and its many benefactors, programs have continued to be enhanced 

throughout the district.  Teaching and learning opportunities have been strengthened while 

community support for our schools continues to be generated. 

 

Although the Sandwich C.U.S.D. #430 Foundation For Excellence works in close 

communication with the Board of Education, it is completely independent of the Board of 

Education.  Foundation funds are obtained from individual and corporate tax deductible 

contributions, as well as through other planned fundraising activities.  Due to your continued 

generosity over the years, over $300,000 has been raised to help supplement positive programs 

and services for our students. 

 

Spending decisions will be made by the Foundation leadership which is a Board of Trustees 

made up of local citizens.  Your involvement as a Board of Trustees member is welcomed and 

encouraged.   

 

Presently, the Board of Trustees has been making plans for their annual auction/dance fund 

raiser.  This event has proven to be a huge success.  All proceeds generated from this fund raiser 

continue to go towards enhancing our educational programs throughout the district. 

 

The Auction/Dance is scheduled for Saturday, April 14, 2012 6:30 p.m., at the Sandwich Fox 

Valley Community Center.  Your attendance and continued support of this activity is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Should you have any questions or would like to learn more about the Foundation or District, 

please feel free to call my office or log onto the District web site at: www.sandwich430.org 
 

Wishing you and your student nothing but success, I remain 

 

         Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

         Rick Schmitt 

         Superintendent of Schools 


